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One of Britain’s rarest naturalised 
animals ekes out a living at the 
fringes of the Staffordshire 
Moorlands. Rarely glimpsed over 
recent decades, sightings over the 
past year or two have reignited 
interest in the plight of these 
invaders and add spice to an 
already inspiring ramble in these 
gritstone moors and vales high 
above leek. Gentle ways on farm 
roads thread from Tittesworth 
Reservoir through verdant 
countryside, watered by the 
headwaters of the River Churnet, 
before steeper approaches rise 
towards the stunning escarpment 
of The Roaches – a line of crags, 
cliffs and bluffs marking a sudden 
end to the Dark Peak’s south-
western moors. views are truly 
memorable and will detain even 
panorama-hardened ramblers, but 
always keep half an eye open for 
furtive shufflings in the deep 
heather. It may – just possibly – be 
a Bennett’s Wallaby, descendants 
of animals released from a private 

zoo hereabouts in the 1930s.

1. START From the visitor centre 
(sJ993602), return to the lane, 
turn L and then fork R at the  
Lazy trout inn. Remain with this 
lane and at the sharp-R bend, 
keep ahead on the tarred road 
signed ‘Private – to farms only’ 
(sJ988617). Pass through the 
farmyard, keep R and keep to  
the road for the next mile or so, 
crossing cattle-grids and ignoring 
access tracks off to L and R 
belonging to farms secluded in 
this fertile upland valley. at a 
marked junction, keep R to 
Meadows Farm. From the rear of 
the yard, use a well-waymarked 
series of four handgates/stiles, 
keeping ahead over the track. 
after the fourth, drift L through 
the line of oaks to a gate-side stile. 
go L off this to a stile into a line of 
trees and, at the end, use a final 
stile to curl R uphill immediately L 
of a gully with large sycamores. 
Use another stile and stay by the L 

Where: Circular walk 
in the staffordshire 
Moorlands, near Leek.
Start/end: tittesworth 
Reservoir visitor Centre 
(sJ993602).
terrain: Lanes, paths 
and farm tracks, which  
can be muddy in places. 
several modest climbs on 
an undulating route, with 
some sheer drops along  
the Roaches.
MapS: os explorer oL24; 
Landranger 118 & 119.
GettinG there: the visitor 
centre at tittesworth is 
along a minor road off the 
a53, two miles north of 
Leek (turn off beside the 
three Horseshoes inn). 
there is Pay and Display 
parking at the visitor 
centre. First Bus 118 
Buxton-to-Hanley service 
serves nearby Hulme end.
eatinG & drinkinG: 
there’s a restaurant in  
the visitor centre, or try  
the Roaches tea Room, 
Paddock Farm, Upper ▲
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Garway Hill is a modest elevation 
(just 366m/1,200ft) in the south-
western corner of Herefordshire, 
miles off most ramblers’ radars. 
Theirs is the loss, for this bald 
summit offers unparalleled views 
across these Welsh Marches, deep 
into the mountainous parts of 
South and Mid Wales, to the 
Shropshire Hills and across to  
the Malverns. Starting from an 
exceptional village inn, this walk 
tracks lanes and paths to the 
World War II relics on the hill, 
before winding above the 
secluded Monnow valley to  
visit a rare Templar Church.

1. START Facing the inn 
(so464227), turn R. turn first L 
and walk this lane into the valley 
at trolway. Keep L at the junction 
and rise steeply to reach another 
tarred lane coming in from the R.

2. Use the lower of two field gates 
on the L, then go ahead to use the 
corner stile. Walk the L field-edge 

up to a stile into a lane, along 
which turn L. Remain with this to 
the next junction, near the former 
sun inn. Bear R here towards 
Pontrilas, with lovely views 
unfolding across this tranquil 
corner of Herefordshire. Beyond a 
sharp-R bend, pass above a red-
brick bungalow before reaching 
the next L turn, marked Yew tree 
Corner. turn up this tarred lane, 
which becomes a farm track, 
bending R outside the farmhouse 
boundary. at the nearby waymark 
post, fork L to a stile on to garway 
Hill and head slightly L for the 
hilltop structure, a World War ii 
radio tracking station. views 
through 360 degrees from this 
ancient common land are 
astonishing: 70 miles across at 
least seven counties on crystal-
clear days. Medieval field-systems 
corrugate the slopes, while wild 
birds and butterflies abound.

3. at the trig pillar, find the face 
with the baseplate. Facing this, go 
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Where: Circular walk 
in south-western 
Herefordshire.
Start/end: garway 
Common (so464227).
terrain: Paths, lanes 
and bridleways; generally 
undulating, with one 
modest climb.
MapS: os explorer 189; 
Landranger 161.
GettinG there: very 
limited bus service 412 
between Hereford and 
garway (✆ 0871 200 2233, 
www.traveline.org.uk). 
there is roadside parking 
beside the village common.
eatinG & drinkinG: the 
garway Moon inn, HR2 8RQ  
(✆ 01600 750270, www.
garwaymooninn.co.uk).
SleepinG: the garway 
Moon inn (as above);  
Little treaddow Farmhouse,  
st owen’s Cross, Hereford  
(✆ 01989 730372, 
www.treaddow.co.uk).
ViSitor inforMation: 
Ross on Wye tiC, swan 
House (✆ 01432 260675, 

plan your walk

l Distance 11½km/7miles  l time 3½ hours  l type Hill

Central England

Garway Hill, Herefordshire07
      magazine autumn 2011
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www.visitherefordshire.co.uk).
Guidebooks: Our Favourite 
Herefordshire Walks by 
Hereford Ramblers (£3.95, 
ISBN 0951199595); Short 
Walks in Herefordshire & 
Wye Valley by Neil Coates 
(£6.99, Crimson Publishing, 
ISBN 9780711738584).
LocaL RambLeRs GRoup: 
Ross-on-Wye Ramblers  
(✆ 01989 565687, www.
herefordshireramblers.org.uk).

continued...

L on the grassy path to a small 
patch of gorse in a hundred yards. 
Fork L here on a path that curves 
gradually L (southeast), keeping 
ahead over a junction of paths. 
Head downhill just to the L of a 
nearby lower knoll crowned with 
firs and oaks and with a hollow 
developing on your L. This route 
will bring you to a dirt track 
opposite the gate for ‘Little 
Adawent’. Turn L to pass the 
hamlet’s noticeboard here at 
White Rocks. The track becomes 
tarred and crosses a cattle-grid, 
before eventually turning sharp L 
at Keeper’s Cottage.

4. Obey the fingerpost on the R 
and drop down the L-hand edge 
of the pasture to a stile and brook. 
Follow the waymarks which take 
you R over two stiles, then up the 
L edge of a field. Near the top 
corner, look R for a stile a hundred 
yards along the hedgerow. Use 
this and walk ahead, the hedge  
on your R, to the slight kink and a 
stile. Tackle this, then head L of the 
diagonally opposite corner to 
another stile. Climb it and keep L 
along the slope-top to a stile 
above a farmhouse, then another 
leading on to the driveway. Walk 
to the lane.

5. Go L, then R down Church Lane 
and turn L in 150 yards to reach 
the church. This quirky little 
building, with its solid detached 
tower, incorporates one of only 
half a dozen churches in Britain 
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established by the Knights 
Templar. Some traces of this 
circular church (based on 
sepulchres in the Holy Land  
where the Templars fought their 
crusades) can be seen outside the 
current north wall of the nave. 
This little old monastic community 
also had a columbarium, or 
dovecote, which can be seen  
(on private land) beyond the 
neighbouring old Church Farm. 
Strangely, it’s said to have 666 
nesting holes. Use the handgate at 
the eastern end of the churchyard 
(just above the greenhouse and by 
the old village spring) and pass to 
the L of the ruinous tennis court 
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to a stile and footbridge. Beyond 
it, climb the steep pasture, passing 
just L of an old hedge, to a stile 
through the hedge at the top of 
the bank. Climb this and turn L, 
use a field gate and aim R of the 
cottage to a lane. Turn R to return 
to The Garway Moon Inn.
Route devised by Neil Coates

continued...
Hulme (✆ 01538 300345, 
www.roachestearooms.co.uk) 
and The Lazy Trout Inn, 
Meerbrook (✆ 01538 300385).
sLeepinG: There’s plenty of 
accommodation in Leek. 
Recommended in Upper 
Hulme is Hen Cloud Cottage 
(✆ 01538 300086, www.
hencloudcottage.co.uk).
VisitoR infoRmation: 
Leek TIC, Market Place  
(✆ 01538 483741, www.
staffsmoorlands.gov.uk).
Guidebooks: Short Circular 
Walks in the Staffordshire 
Moorlands by John N Merrill 
(£4.95, John Merrill 
Foundation, ISBN 
9780907496403); Best Pub 
Walks in the Dark Peak by 
Les Lumsdon and Martin 
Smith (£7.95, Sigma Press, 
ISBN 9781850588153).
LocaL RambLeRs GRoup: 
Leek Ramblers (✆ 01538 
360907, www.raleek.co.uk).

edge of the rising pasture, joining 
a farm track that climbs through 
Buxton Brow farmyard to a lane 
(SJ986642).

2. Turn R and climb steeply above 
Clough Head Cottage, continuing 
R over a cattle-grid to two higher 
gates at a sharp bend. Use the R 
one, joining a wall-side green 
track that rises gently to a tarred 
lane. Magnificent views stretch 
south and west across the length 
of Staffordshire and to the 
shadowy Berwyn and Clwydian 
Mountains. Go L uphill and round 
the bend beyond the cattle-grid. 

3. Turn R up the signed ‘Main 
Path to Roaches’ (SJ996645), 
commencing a gentle, continual 
climb up a soon-paved path, 
shortly passing the first of 
countless outcrops of gritstone 
worked into wondrous shapes  
by millennia of wind and water. 
The trig pillar is soon reached and 

from here are breathtaking views 
all around, including the distinctive 
pyramidal peak of Shutlingsloe 
– known as the ‘Matterhorn of 
The Peak’. Enjoy a superb bristly 
ridge walk, with stunning crags 
plunging to your R, pausing at 
Doxey Pool, which is said to be 
haunted by a malevolent 30ft 
water sprite. Then continue for 
another 450m to the point a 
tumbled wall ends on your R.  
Slip down the cleft here, then turn 
L on a grassy cross-path beneath 
shady pines below the climber-
haunted crags. As these fade, go  
R down rock-cut steps to find the 
quirky Rockhall. Turn R and work 
down paths to the tarred lane. 

Turn L, keeping an eye out for 
peregrines hunting at stately  
Hen Cloud. Pass The Roaches Tea 
Rooms and stick to the lane.

4. When the lane bends sharply L 
at Butty Fold (SK010609), use the 
stile up to the R, crossing the foot 
of a field and then going ahead 
on a farm lane above barns. Go L 
at the fingerpost before a gate, 
then over the stile R and along 
another field. At the corner, cross 
the brook and use the handgate, 
going straight ahead to a corner 
gate into a rough lane. Head 
downhill to the tarred road and 
turn R to return to the visitor centre.
Route devised by Neil Coates
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