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l Distance 19½km/12 miles  l time 6hrs  l type Riverside

Central England

Shotley Peninsula, Suffolk08 
      magazine winter 2011

The 67km/42-mile Stour & Orwell 
Walk – which links up with the 
Suffolk Coast and Heaths Path at 
Felixstowe – goes around two of 
the most beautiful estuaries in east 
Anglia. The Shotley Peninsula 
separates the Stour and Orwell 
rivers, which meet at historic 
Harwich Harbour. Harwich is one 
of the biggest ports in europe, and 
Felixstowe opposite is the largest 
container port in Britain. You’ll 
have excellent views across to 
both ports on this walk, which, by 
contrast, is mostly along stretches 
of unspoilt shoreline – ideal for 
bird-watching. The estuaries are 
renowned for their wildlife, with 
many thousands of birds spending 
the winter along the riverbanks. 
They are also popular with sailors 
– their boats dwarfed by the 
enormous container ships – so 
there’s always lots of activity to 
watch on the water. The last leg of 
the route, which cuts back across 
the peninsula, is along quiet 
country lanes. 

1. START From the car park 
(tM204372) cross the B1456 and 
go down the lane (Church Road) 
opposite the church. Continue 
down the bridleway signed  
for Pin Mill, which takes you 
through a meadow. at the 
bottom, cross a stile and then 
another and carry on along the 
edge of this meadow to reach a 
boatyard at Pin Mill. go L and 
then R around the yard. (after 
the first stile you can also bear  
R to the car park/road and turn  
L down to Pin Mill.) 

2. Pin Mill is a most attractive 
spot, with a long history of boat- 
and barge-building. the setting 
is used in arthur Ransome’s 
classic book, We Didn’t Mean to 
Go to Sea. the walk continues 
east from here through National 
trust-owned woodland. at high 
tides, when the foreshore by the 
Butt & oyster pub is under water, 
you will need to go up the road 
a short distance and turn L up 

Where: Circular walk from 
Chelmondiston via shotley 
gate.
Start/end: Chelmondiston 
car park (tM204372).
terrain: Mostly easy 
shoreline and field-edge 
paths, with some quiet 
country lanes.
MapS: os explorer 197; 
Landranger 169.
GettinG there: the 
nearest mainline station is 
ipswich, from where bus 
202 to shotley gate goes 
via Chelmondiston  
(✆ 0800 919390, www.
travelineeastanglia.org.uk).
eatinG & drinkinG: Butt & 
oyster, Pin Mill (✆ 01473 
780764); Pin Mill gallery 
café (✆ 07776 062872). or 
in shotley gate there’s the 
shipwreck bar & restaurant 
(✆ 01473 788865) and 
the Bristol arms pub  
(✆ 01473 787200).
SleepinG: B&Bs include 
school House, 
Chelmondiston (✆ 01473 
780726) and Hill House ▲
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‘Clunton and Clunbury, 
Clungunford and Clun/Are the 
quietest places under the sun’  
are the oft-quoted lines from  
Ae Housman’s A Shropshire Lad. 
Though doubtless not as quiet as 
it was in his day, Clun is still a very 
tranquil and charming village. 
Situated within the Shropshire 
Hills AONB, it nestles on the banks 
of the River Clun, surrounded by 
hills – an ideal base for walkers. 
Its most picturesque feature is  
the medieval packhorse bridge 
(unfortunately, used today by an 
A road). Nearby are the imposing 
ruins of the Norman castle, from 
which there are fine views over 
the surrounding countryside. 
Much of this walk follows 
stretches of the well-marked 
Offa’s Dyke Path and Shropshire 
Way. The former includes 
arguably the Path’s finest section 
over llanfair Hill, and the latter 
offers a super route around the 
Shropshire Hills AONB or an 
excellent set of day walks. 

1. START Before setting off, 
it’s worth having a look round 
Clun Castle ruins, which can be 
accessed by a footbridge over 
the river from the car park near 
the old bridge, or from the town 
centre to the north of the river. if 
you’ve walked down Newport 
street from the Memorial Hall 
car park (so302811) you’ll find a 
sign for the shropshire Way on 
the other side of the main road. 
Head down the signed track and 
soon turn R over a stile (just 
before the castle) at a shropshire 
Way waymark. the route, which 
heads north-west from the town, 
takes you along field paths to 
the north of the river. Cross a 
lane and continue in the same 
direction, now climbing steadily 
up on to the ridge called the 
Cefns, from where there are  
fine views in all directions. 
Descend to three gates, where 
you turn L along a lane, soon 
leaving it on the R to continue 
on the shropshire Way. once 
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Where: Circular walk from 
Clun along stretches of the 
shropshire Way and offa’s 
Dyke Path, via the Cefns 
and Llanfair Hill.
Start/end: Clun Memorial 
Hall car park (so302811).
terrain: Well-marked 
paths following stretches  
of the shropshire Way  
and offa’s Dyke Path over 
grassy rolling hills, with 
some quiet country lanes.
MapS: os explorers 201 and 
216; Landranger 137.
GettinG there: the 
nearest train station is 
Craven arms, from where 
the pre-bookable shropshire 
Link bus will take you to 
Clun (✆ 0345 678 9068 or 
visit www.shropshire.gov.uk).
eatinG & drinkinG: Lots of 
options in Clun, including 
the sun inn (✆ 01588 
640559); the Crown inn  
(✆ 01588 640271); 
the Maltings tearooms  
(✆ 01588 640985); and 
Bridge Coffee shop  
(✆ 01588 640474). 

plan your walk

l Distance 23km/14½ miles l time 7½hrs  l type Hill

Central England

Clun, Shropshire07
      magazine winter 2011
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plan your walk
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Sleeping: There’s a youth 
hostel (✆ 01588 640582) 
and a good selection of 
B&Bs and self-catering 
accommodation in and 
around Clun, such as 
Bramleys self-catering 
cottage in Whitcott Keysett 
(✆ 01588 673302, 
www.bramleysbarn.com). 
For a full list of options, 
visit www.clun.org.uk.

ViSitor information: 
Ludlow TIC, Castle Street  
(✆ 01584 875053, www.
shropshiretourism.co.uk)  
or visit www.
shropshirewalking.co.uk.
guidebookS: Discover 
Shropshire Walking, Vol 1 
– The Shropshire Way 
(£4.95 + £1.20 p&p from  
The Shropshire Hills 
Discovery Centre, ✆ 01588 
676060); Ramblers Guide 
to the Shropshire Way by 
Shropshire Ramblers (£6.99 
+ p&p, MU Publishers, ISBN 
90946679444); The 
Shropshire Hills by David 
Hunter (£12, Cicerone,  
ISBN 9781852844271).
local ramblerS group: 
Shrewsbury & Mid 
Shropshire Ramblers  
(✆ 01588 270525, www.
ramblers.co.uk/groups).

continued...

over the next hill you meet a 
track and a signposted junction 
with the Offa’s Dyke Path (ODP) 
near a road.  

2. Follow the ODP south, signed 
for Newcastle-on-Clun. There’s 
quite a steep descent from Graig 
Hill (where you’ll see a sign 
marking the halfway point of 
the ODP, 142km/88½ miles from 
both Prestatyn and Chepstow) 
back down to the Clun Valley. 
There’s a signpost and water tap 
just before you meet the lane 
near Newcastle (on the north 
side of the river). Cross the lane 
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and continue down to and across 
the river to the B4368. Turn 
briefly L, then R and follow the 
track that heads uphill, reaching 
another lane at Springhill Farm.

3. For a shorter walk, you could 
turn L here and follow the  
quiet lane for 5½km/3½ miles 
back to Clun. The latter half  
of this road is part of the  
Jack Mytton Way, Shropshire’s 
long-distance bridleway, with  
its horse and horseshoe logo. 
Otherwise continue on the ODP 
heading south, initially along  
a lane then forking off L, as 
signed, on a track that parallels 

O
rd

n
an

ce Su
rvey m

ap
p

in
g

 ©
 C

ro
w

n
 co

p
yrig

h
t. A

M
34/08

the Dyke along the western side 
of Llanfair Hill. This is one of  
the best and most impressive 
stretches of Offa’s Dyke, and also 
its highest point. The views are 
splendid. Cross a lane, at Garbett 
Hall, and continue to the next.

4. Leaving the ODP, turn L along 
the lane and keep R at a fork, 
then R at the next T-junction. 
Take the next footpath on the  
L and follow this to the A488. 
Cross it and continue to a lane. 
Go R, then L along another 
footpath that takes you back 
into Clun. 
Route devised by Fiona Barltrop

continued...
Farm, Shotley (✆ 01473 
787318). Suffolk Secrets has 
an excellent selection of 
self-catering cottages, such 
as the ideally located Old 
Church Room (✆ 01502 
722717, www.suffolk-secrets.
co.uk).
ViSitor information: 
Ipswich TIC, St Stephen’s 
Lane (✆ 01473 258070, 
www.visiteastofengland.
com); or visit www.
suffolkcoastandheaths.org.
guidebookS: Pathfinder 
Guide – Suffolk Walks by 
John Brooks (£10.95, 
Crimson, ISBN 
9780711715974).
local ramblerS group: 
Ipswich & District Ramblers 
(✆ 01473 412742, www.
ipswichramblers.org.uk).

the steps to follow a higher level 
path. Otherwise, you can follow 
the lower path through the 
woodland at the far end of the 
pub, which joins up with the 
higher path further on. (Note: if 
you take the higher path, do not 
turn R at an NT waymark, which 
is for a National Trust circular 
walk.) Eventually you emerge 
from the woodland and continue 
beside the River Orwell along 
the easy shoreline path (with 
Stour & Orwell Walk waymarks). 
Before rounding Collimer Point, 
you’ll get your first glimpse of 
the cranes at Felixstowe port and 
the vast container ships will soon 
come into view. It’s a fascinating 
sight: birds, boats and 
behemoths all juxtaposed. 

3. At Shotley Point you arrive at 
a marina and continue around it 
to cross a lock gate. There is a 
wooden plank along it for the 
benefit of dogs! The gate is 

normally closed, but if not, it 
shouldn’t be a long wait. You 
now have good views across to 
Harwich. Just past the Bristol 
Arms the road turns R with a 
signpost indicating that the 
Stour & Orwell Walk does, too. 
But continue ahead along the 
shoreline of the River Stour, 
signed as a restricted byway. 
Before long (at a sign warning 
you not to walk on the sea 
defences), turn R uphill to a 
residential estate and go L. Follow 
the shoreline path via Erwarton 
Ness for a couple of miles.

4. Having gone through a large 
hawthorn hedge, turn R inland 
along a path, bearing L when 
you reach a track that leads to a 
road junction. Turn L and keep 
ahead to a T-junction, with 
Harkstead church opposite 
(worth a look inside). Turn R to 
return to Chelmondiston.  
Route devised by Fiona Barltrop

Map not to scale.  
Representation of 
OS Landranger MAP 137 
1:50,000
www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk

Map not to scale.  
Representation of  
OS Landranger 
MAP 169
1:50,000
www.ordnance
survey.co.uk
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