
One argument that can never be 
settled is that over which is the 
most beautiful of the Yorkshire 
Dales. These upper reaches of 
Wharfedale are a very strong 
contender for the title, and this 
walk from Buckden skirts the 
river’s edge before climbing easily 
to a terrifi c viewpoint that 
encapsulates all that is best about 
this national park. The rippling 
fells and moors form a memorable, 
undulating horizon, beneath 
which the Wharfe and its 
tributaries curl sinuously along an 
ice-carved valley, richly dressed 
with traditional small fi elds and 
stone barns dotted between 
huddled villages and hamlets that 
shout ‘Dales!’ for all to hear. 
Waterfalls stud the valley sides 
and spring eruptions of 
wildfl owers bring exceptional 
colour to this sublime landscape.

1. START Descend from the car 
park (SD943772) to the edge of 
Buckden village and take the 

rough track along the R edge of 
the green; then turn R along 
Dubb’s Lane. Having crossed the 
river bridge, use the hand-gate 
on the R, joining the route of the 
Dales Way long-distance path. 
Continue easily upstream beside 
the River Wharfe before 
rejoining the lane and heading R 
to reach the George Inn at 
Hubberholme. This was one of 
the favourite watering holes of 
the writer and dramatist JB 
Priestley. Raise a glass to him 
here before crossing the bridge 
to reach the pretty St Michael 
and All Angels Church. Priestley’s 
ashes were scattered here, and 
within the church are pews made 
by the renowned craftsman 
Robert ‘Mouseman’ Thompson 
– see if you can spot his 
trademark carved mice. The 
altar in the Lady Chapel was 
once the bar of the George Inn!

2. Take the waymarked farm lane 
here (SD926782), curling L behind 

WHERE: Circular walk 
in the Yorkshire Dales 
near Buckden, Upper 
Wharfedale.
START/END: Buckden car 
park (SD943772).
TERRAIN: Lanes, fi eld paths 
and bridleway; muddy 
in places. The exposed 
limestone can be very 
slippery.
MAPS: Explorer OL30; 
Landranger 98.
GETTING THERE: Buses 72 
and 72R from Skipton and 
Grassington stop at Buckden 
car park (Monday-Saturday). 
On summer Sundays and 
bank holidays, the 874 runs 
from Grassington to Buckden 
(see the journey planner at 
www.yorkshiretravel.net). 
Buckden is on the B6160, 
9 miles north of Grassington 
(from A65 at Skipton, take 
B6265 north towards 
Grassington and keep left 
at the Old Hall Inn, 
Threshfi eld).
EATING & DRINKING: The 
White Lion Inn, Cray �
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The North Pennines is one of the 
remotest places in England. A 
high, wild, bleak landscape of 
heather moorland and blanket 
peat, it is sometimes referred to as 
‘England’s last wilderness’. At its 
western edge, the plateau ends in 
a steep escarpment, overlooking 
the lush green countryside of 
Eden Valley. The escarpment 
provides a dramatic backdrop to 
the attractive red sandstone-built 
villages at its foot. The highest 
point along the ridge is Cross 
Fell (893m/2930ft) – a stony, 
fl at-topped, featureless summit, 
which is also the highest point 
in England outside the Lake 
District. On a clear day it provides 
excellent views, but it can be an 
inhospitable place prone to fog 
and strong winds, with snow 
lying late into the year. This long 
but rewarding walk is best 
undertaken in good weather only. 

1. START At the parking area 
(NY651325), there’s an 

information panel (‘Access Land 
in the North Pennines’) with a 
map showing a recommended 
route. This should be noted as a 
shorter option. But, for now, 
follow the bridleway that heads 
north east. This is known as the 
Corpse Road because it was once 
used to carry the dead from 
Garrigill to Kirkland, there being 
no consecrated burial ground in 
Garrigill at the time. The broad 
track climbs steadily and is easy 
to follow. Ahead initially is 
Brown Hill, then the route skirts 
round the side of High Cap. After 
about a couple of miles the track 
turns L, but a bridleway path 
continues in the same direction 
taking you up the moorland 
slopes (which can be boggy).  

2. Just over the brow you join the 
Pennine Way and turn R at a 
cairn. Head on up to the summit 
of Cross Fell, which is marked by a 
trig point and a cross-shaped stone 
shelter. On a good day there are 

WHERE: Circular walk from 
Kirkland over Cross, Little 
Dun, Great Dun and Knock 
fells along the Pennine 
Way, returning via Knock 
and Milburn.
START/END: Kirkland car 
park (NY651325).
TERRAIN: High and wild 
grassy moorland, with 
good, clear paths and some 
steep ascents and descents. 
Return leg across fi elds and 
through villages, requiring 
careful navigation. 
MAPS: OS Explorers OL31 
and OL19; Landranger 91.
GETTING THERE: The 
nearest railway stations are 
at Langwathby and 
Appleby on the Leeds-
Settle-Carlisle line (www.
settle-carlisle.co.uk). The 
infrequent Fellrunner bus 
service – run by local 
volunteers – stops at 
Kirkland on request and at 
Blencarn (✆ 01768 88232, 
www.fellrunnerbus.co.uk). 
Local taxi services are at 
Appleby and Kirkby Thore 
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Plan your walk

Route
master

NAVIGATION LEVEL FITNESS LEVEL

� Distance 24km/15 miles  � Time 8hrs  � Type Hill

Northern England

Cross Fell, Cumbria03
      magazine spring 2012

Route
master

NAVIGATION LEVEL FITNESS LEVEL

� Distance12km/7½ miles  � Time 3½hrs  � Type Valley and fells

Northern England

Upper Wharfe Valley, North Yorkshire04
      magazine spring 2012
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(contact Appleby TIC, 

(✆ 01768 351177). 
Eating & drinking: There’s 
a good choice of pubs, 
restaurants and takeaways 
in Appleby (www.
applebytown.org.uk or 
www.eden.gov.uk);  
The Stag Inn, Dufton  
(✆ 01768 351608, 
www.thestagdufton.co.uk). 
SlEEping: Kirkland Hall 
Cottages (✆ 01768 88295, 
www.kirkland-hall-cottages.
co.uk) is right at the start of 
the walk. Otherwise, there’s 
a good selection of hotels, 
guest houses and B&Bs in 
Appleby and nearby villages 
(see above). 
ViSitor information: 
Appleby Tourist Information 
Centre, Moot Hall, 
Boroughgate  
(✆ 01768 351177, 
www.applebytown.org.uk); 
or visit www.eden.gov.uk. 
guidEbookS: Walking in 
the North Pennines by 
Paddy Dillon (£12.95, 
Cicerone, ISBN 
9781852844936); Circular 
Walks along the Pennine 
Way by Kevin Donkin 
(£12.99, Frances Lincoln, 
ISBN 9780711226654)
local ramblErS group: 
Penrith Ramblers  
(✆ 01768 863155, www.
penrithramblers.org.uk). 

continued...

fine views across the Vale of 
Eden towards the Lakeland Fells. 

3. Head east-southeast from the 
summit. Two prominent cairns 
indicate the way, and in the 
distance you’ll see the large white 
‘golf ball’ that is the radar dome 
on Great Dun Fell – a landmark 
visible from far afield. As you 
reach the saddle with Little Dun 
Fell, there is a crossing bridleway 
(the shorter option for a return 
route via Wildboar Scar and 
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Grumply Hill). Nearby is the  
source of the River Tees. 
Continuing south east, the 
flagged path takes you on up  
to Little Dun Fell, then it’s down 
and up again to Great Dun Fell 
and its radar station, served by  
an access road. The Pennine  
Way descends the rough slopes, 
meeting the access road further 
down at a gate (signposted 
‘Dufton 5½ miles’). Continue in 
the same direction to Knock Fell 
and Knock Old Man. 

4. The Pennine Way bears R 
(southwest) at a cairn and 
descends the rough moorland 
slopes. Marker stones with yellow 
arrows help to keep you on the 
right path. Further down, a 
footbridge takes you over 
Swindale Beck and – beyond the 
access land boundary – you join a 
track leading down to a stream. 

5. Turn R on a footpath just 
before it, and turn L at the next 
T-junction to Knock. Heading in  
a north-westerly direction, follow 
footpaths via Milburn Grange  
to Milburn. From Milburn head 
north via several fields, then over 
rough ground and across a beck  
to Wythwaite and then Ranbeck. 
As you approach Kirkland, look 
out for the Hanging Walls of Mark 
Anthony – three ancient, low 
cultivation terraces, thought to 
date from around 1600 BC. 
Continue along the tarmac lane  
to Kirkland, then R along the road 
back to the start. 
Route devised by Fiona Barltrop

continued...
(✆ 01756 760262, www.
whitelioncray.com); The 
Village Restaurant & 
Tearoom, Buckden  
(✆ 01756 760257).
SlEEping: West Winds 
Yorkshire Tearooms, Buckden 
(✆ 01756 760883, www.west 
windsinyorkshire.co.uk); Low 
Raisgill, near Yockenthwaite 
(✆ 01756 760351, www.
lowraisgill.co.uk).
ViSitor information: 
Grassington National Park 
Centre, Hebden Road, 
Grassington (✆ 01756 751690, 
www.yorkshiredales.org.uk).
guidEbookS: Wharfedale & 
Nidderdale by Andrew Bibby 
(£8.99, Frances Lincoln, ISBN 
978 0711225534); Upper 
Wharfedale: Short, Scenic 
Walks by Paul Hannon 
(£3.99, Hillside Publications, 
ISBN 978 1870141741).
local ramblErS group: 
Craven Ramblers  
(✆ 01943 876713, www.
ramblers.co.uk/groups).

the churchyard along the lower 
path, which runs along a ledge 
above the river – a beautiful, 
peaceful section of the walk. A 
series of gates deliver you to the 
farm complex at Yockenthwaite; 
use the step-top hand-gate just 
before the lower house before 
aiming for the L side of the main 
farmhouse (SD905789). 

3. A fingerpost here shows the 
way to Cray, up a fell road. In 
about 300m, fork R for Cray on 
to a wooden footpath across 
slippery limestone, before 
another fingerpost indicates a  
L turn uphill to an old wall. Bear 
R through this on to a gently 
undulating path along one of 
the immense limestone steps 
that contour the hillside. After 
crossing the gully of Strans Gill, 
continue ahead to reach the 
remote buildings at Scar House. 

There’s a Quaker burial ground 
here (SD921788); George Fox, 
the movement’s founder, visited 
this remote farm in 1652 and 
again in 1677. Quakerism was 
essentially illegal until 1689 and 
the farmer, James Tennant, was 
jailed for his beliefs. The walled 
burial ground is shaded by a 
stand of four sycamore trees 
near the house.

4. Keep faith with the higher 
path, which is signed for Cray 
and drifts round the snout of 
Chapel Moor and above 
Hubberholme Wood. One of the 
Yorkshire Dales’ classic views is 
here – a superb prospect down 
the length of Wharfedale, with 
its quilt of walled fields and 
stone barns huddled below the 
steep woods and terraced edges 
of the towering fells. The well-

walked path crosses Crook Gill 
before reaching the hamlet of 
Cray, emerging on the road 
beside the convivial White Lion 
Inn (SD942791).

5. Walk the road uphill above 
Cray Gill, enlivened by countless 
waterfalls and shoots. Just round 
the sharp R-hand bend, use the 
waymarked gate on the R, joining 
a distinct, almost level field road, 
which meanders across the flank 
of Buckden Pike. After heavy rain 
there’s a succession of spectacular 
waterfalls up to your L, where 
Cow Close Gill tumbles over a 
series of natural limestone steps. 
Passing high above Cray, the way 
becomes a decent, gated, grassy 
path (Buckden Rake), which 
descends on a pre-turnpike track 
down to Buckden car park.
Route devised by Neil Coates
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