
The fragmented Cornwall 
AONB includes some spectacular 
stretches of coastline, and one 
such is centred on the north coast 
town of St Agnes. This area of 
dramatic cliffs, deep coombes and 
bold headlands was a thriving 
centre for tin and copper mining, 
which has created a landscape 
of contrasts. Starting from the 
village, the route meanders 
inland to Jericho Valley’s stirring 
industrial heritage before joining 
the South West Coast Path and 
passing a ghostly harbour to 
reach some of Cornwall’s most 
stunning engine houses, perched 
on a cliff-top overlooking the 
Atlantic. Looping back via a 
secluded green coombe, the walk 
culminates with St Agnes Beacon’s 
fabulous viewpoint – one of the 
best in the South West.

1. START Turn R from the car park 
(SW719504), then L along Vicarage 
Road through the village and 
down past the church to Peterville 

mini-roundabout. Keep ahead 
briefl y for Perranporth, turn R on 
Rosemundy and then immediately 
L on Water Lane. Follow this to its 
junction with Goonbell Road and 
turn R here. In 300m, take the 
waymarked footpath L and trace 
this hedge-side path to the fi ne 
corner. Slip R over a stile to the 
main road.

2. Turn L and walk for 50 paces 
to a narrow lane. Head down 
this, cross a footbridge and turn 
L alongside the stream in Jericho 
Valley. At Blue Hills Tin Streams, 
you’ve reached the only tin 
deposit in Britain that’s currently 
worked, where foreshore-
gathered ore is transformed into 
jewellery and collectables. Bear L 
up the lane and, in 70m, fork R 
along the waymarked South West 
Coast Path (SWCP), climbing to the 
clifftop above Trevaunance Cove. 
The SWCP drops to a lane at the 
Driftwood Spars Inn, where you 
turn R to the beach and ruined 

WHERE: Circular walk via 
clifftops and valleys from 
St Agnes, North Cornwall.
START/END: St Agnes town 
car park (SW719504).
TERRAIN: Lanes, tracks 
and paths, which can be 
muddy in places. The cliff 
path may be windy.
MAPS: OS Explorer 104; 
Landranger 204.
GETTING THERE: Buses 
315, 403 and 583 run to 
St Agnes from Redruth, 
Perranporth, Newquay and 
Truro (✆ 0871 200 2233, 
www.cornwallpublic 
transport.info). Alight at 
Vicarage Road. The main 
town car park (honesty 
box) is at the library on 
Trelawney Road.
EATING & DRINKING: 
Driftwood Spars, 
Trevaunance Cove, 
St Agnes (✆ 01872 552428, 
www.driftwoodspars.co.uk).
SLEEPING: Driftwood 
Spars (as above); Penkerris 
B&B, Penwinnick Road, 
St Agnes (✆ 01872 552262, �
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Just a couple of hours from 
London, the Isle of Wight makes 
an ideal destination for a short 
walking break. Over half the 
island is designated as an AONB, 
and there’s an excellent network 
of footpaths and bridleways. The 
waymarking is unique: every right 
of way is allocated a number 
prefi xed by the initial letters of 
the parish, district or borough 
through which it passes. As well 
as the coastal path, there are 
eight offi cial inland trails, which 
cover the island’s remarkably 
diverse landscape. An award-
winning walking festival – the 
UK’s biggest – takes place each 
May, with an autumn walking 
weekend in October. This route 
includes a stunning stretch of 
coastline and two fi ne downland 
ridges with panoramic views. 

1. START Surrounded by unspoilt 
countryside and situated near one 
of the most dramatic stretches of 
the island’s coast, the attractive 

village of Niton is an excellent 
base for walkers. With your back 
to the church (SZ505767), turn R to 
the junction with the main road. 
Continue in the same direction, 
passing Niton Barns on your R. 
After the last house, turn L up the 
footpath, which leads across fi elds 
to the Coast Path. Turn R along it, 
with St Catherine’s Lighthouse 
soon visible below you, situated in 
the area called the Undercliff. This 
is the name for the narrow strip of 
landslipped terrain lying between 
the sea and high cliffs, which 
stretches for some eight miles 
from Luccombe Bay in the east 
to Blackgang in the west. Once 
above Blackgang, ignoring the 
theme park below you, there’s a 
splendid view along the coast 
towards the distant chalk cliffs. 
Bear R to the car park.

2. Cross the road, climb the steps 
and follow the path diagonally 
L up the fi elds towards what is 
known as the Pepperpot – an 

WHERE: Circular walk 
from Niton via Gore Cliff, 
St Catherine’s Hill and 
Down, and Stenbury Down.
START/END: Niton, outside 
village church (SZ505767).
TERRAIN: Cliff-top coastal 
path, downland paths and 
tracks, some steps and a 
section along country lane. 
MAPS: OS Explorer OL29; 
Landranger 196.
GETTING THERE: Wightlink 
car ferries operate 
between Portsmouth and 
Fishbourne, and Lymington 
and Yarmouth; a passenger 
catamaran links Portsmouth 
to Ryde (✆ 0871 376 1000, 
www.wightlink.co.uk). 
Southern Vectis buses 
go to Niton via Newport 
(✆ 0871 200 2233, 
www.islandbuses.info). 
EATING & DRINKING: 
In Niton: The White 
Lion (✆ 01983 730293, 
www.whitelionniton.co.uk); 
Buddle Inn (✆ 01983 730243, 
www.buddleinn.co.uk); 
and the coffee shop at 
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Niton Post Office. 
Sleeping: Niton Barns 
(✆ 01983 731506, 
www.nitonbarns.co.uk). 
ViSitor information: 
Info points at Newport, 
Ryde and Yarmouth bus 
stations (✆ 01983 813818, 
www.isleofwight.com). 
guidebookS: A Walker’s 
Guide to the Isle of Wight 
by Martin Collins and 
Norman Birch (£12, Cicerone, 
ISBN 978 1852842215); 
Wight Safaris – Walks in the 
Wild (free booklet from 
Wightlink: ✆ 0871 376 1000, 
www.wightlink.co.uk/
wightsafaris).
local ramblerS groupS: 
Isle of Wight Ramblers  
(✆ 01983 566463, www.
iowramblers.com); Sole 
Ramblers (✆ 01983 299511, 
www.wightsole.org.uk). 

continued...
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octagonal tower resembling a 
stone rocket. This was built as a 
lighthouse in the 14th century 
(along with an adjacent oratory, 
demolished by Henry VIII). A new 
lighthouse was begun nearby in 
the 18th century (the remains  
of which are at the base of the 
nearby mast), but being located so 
high, both were often shrouded in 
mist. St Catherine’s Lighthouse, 
built at sea level, followed in the 
19th century. There are wonderful 
views from here. Turn L at the 
fence and head downhill along 
the ridge-top path. Bear L to go 
through a gate and continue 
north along the delightful grassy 
ridge towards the Hoy Monument.

3. Just south of the monument, 
follow the bridleway east down 
through the woods, bearing L at 
the bottom to follow the wall 
round on your L and continue 
ahead on a drive to a house. Keep 
ahead along the bridleway, turn  
L at the next T-junction, then 
immediately R. The path leads to  
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a timber yard at Moorhills Farm. 
Continue down the drive to the 
road. Cross diagonally L and 
follow Southford Lane to the next 
road. Again, cross to the L and 
follow the (overgrown) footpath 
signed for Stenbury Manor. Turn  
R at the track passing Stenbury 
Manor Farm, and continue east  
via Newbarn Farm and up the 
grassy track to the top of Stenbury 
Down. Turn L to visit the obelisk 
and enjoy the splendid views.

4. Retrace your steps past the 
masts and follow the ridge-top 
track (Stenbury Trail) southwards 
to the road. 

5. Cross and turn briefly L, then 
R up steps through a gap in the 
hedge onto the path. Turn R and 
follow the cliff-top path, which 
joins the Coast Path back to Niton, 
forking R as signed. If you have 
the time and energy, it’s well 
worth walking down to the 
lighthouse at St Catherine’s Point. 
Route devised by Fiona Barltrop

continued...
www.penkerris.co.uk).
ViSitor information: 
St Agnes TIC, 18 Vicarage 
Road (✆ 01872 554150, 
www.st-agnes.com).
guidebookS: Short Walks 
in Cornwall (£5.99, Collins/
Ramblers, ISBN 978 
0007395453); 50 Walks in 
Cornwall by Des Hanningan 
(£9.99, AA Books, ISBN 978 
0749528706).
local ramblerS group: 
Newquay Ramblers  
(✆ 01637 879117, www.
cornwallramblers.org.uk).

harbour. St Agnes harbour was  
in use from 1798 until 1916. Ores 
were exported to Swansea and 
Welsh coal imported to supply  
the mine engine boilers.

3. Return 200m up Quay Road to 
the small car park and turn R up 

the lane to rejoin the SWCP to  
St Agnes Head. This is a great 
point for coastal views: look back 
past Cligga Head to all points 
north, while ahead is distant  
St Ives Bay. Close by are the 
stirring remnants of the Wheal 
Coates mine. The lower engine 
house at Towanroath shaft 
worked from 1872 to 1913, 
pumping out the mines that 
stretched beneath the seabed to 
exploit the tin and copper ores. 
The engine house is an icon of 
Cornwall’s industrial heritage  
and part of the Cornish Mining 
World Heritage Site. Follow the 
SWCP down to Chapel Porth.

4. From the rear of the car park, 
a footpath shadows the brook 
(leaving the SWCP at a bend)  
to pass below the engine house  
of Charlotte United copper  
mine. About 150m further on, 
turn L through a handgate into  
a path up the tranquil Wheal 
Lawrence Valley. Bear R up the 

track and slip R over the stream, 
following the waterside path  
past secluded cottages. At the 
T-junction 200m past a handgate, 
go L to a lane, then L to Willow 
Cottage and R up to a road.  
Cross straight over and ascend  
to another lane.

5. Turn L a few paces, then back-R 
up a compacted track. At the 
bend, slip L into a footpath that 
rises to a fork. Go R, then head L 
uphill on the path to the summit 
of St Agnes Beacon. One of the 
best viewpoints in North Cornwall, 
it has a toposcope to help identify 
the landmarks. Take the path in 
line with Trevellas Airfield; this 
joins a track dropping to Beacon 
Road. Turn R and, in 300m, go L 
on the waymarked track beside 
Cannonball Farm. Turn L along 
Goonvrea Road, then L at the 
mini-roundabout onto Vicarage 
Road, looking out for the car park 
signs beyond The Railway Inn. 
Route devised by Neil Coates

Map not to scale.  
Representation of 
OS Landranger MAP 
196 1:50,000
www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk

1 START  
FINISH

START  
FINISH

2

4

5

5

1

4

3

2

3

Map not to scale.  
Representation of  
OS Landranger MAP 204 
1:50,000
www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk

63-64 W
ALK36 R

O
U

TEM
ASTER

 southern.indd   2
06/08/2012   10:58


