
The North Yorkshire and 
Cleveland Heritage Coast 
stretches some 58km/36 miles 
from Saltburn to Scalby Mills, 
near Scarborough. This dramatic 
stretch of coastline is also part 
of the Cleveland Way, a 175km/ 
109-mile National Trail around 
the beautiful North York Moors 
National Park. The fi rst half of 
the trail encircles open moorland, 
while the rest follows the coast 
along the top of rugged cliffs. 
This walk covers one of the fi nest 
coastal stretches of the Cleveland 
Way. If the length seems too 
much for one day, it’s easy to 
break it into two days, stopping 
at Robin Hood’s Bay at the end of 
the fi rst (which would allow time 
for a good look around Whitby at 
the start). Alternatively, if you’ve 
had enough by Ravenscar, you 
could catch a bus back to 
Cloughton from there. 

1. START From the bus station 
in Whitby (NZ897108), walk 

down towards the river, cross 
the bridge and take the second 
road on the L, signposted 
‘St Mary’s Church, Whitby 
Abbey and 199 Steps’. Whitby’s 
bustling harbour and streets 
can be quite a distraction, but 
with a long walk ahead of 
you, try not to get sidetracked. 
Climb the aforementioned 
famous steps, glancing back 
to enjoy the splendid views 
over the harbour. At the top 
it’s worth a quick look inside 
the church to see its unusual 
interior (Georgian-era box 
pews and triple-decker pulpit). 
A visit to the abbey will need 
to be left for another time 
(unless you’re doing this walk 
over two days). The skeletal 
remains perched high on the 
cliff above the town are an 
impressive sight. Follow the 
road past the abbey for a very 
short distance, then turn off L, 
signed ‘Cleveland Way – Robin 
Hood’s Bay 6½ miles’. 

WHERE: Linear walk from 
Whitby to Cloughton via 
Robin Hood’s Bay and 
Ravenscar.
START: Whitby bus 
station (NZ897108).
END: Cloughton 
(TA010947).
TERRAIN: High cliff-top 
coastal path following the 
well-signed Cleveland Way, 
which can be quite muddy 
after wet weather.
MAPS: OS Explorer OL27; 
Landranger 94 and 101.
GETTING THERE: Arriva bus 
93 from Scarborough to 
Whitby goes via Cloughton 
and Robin Hood’s Bay. 
Esk Valley bus 115 goes 
from Scarborough to 
Ravenscar via Cloughton. 
Railway stations are at 
Whitby and Scarborough 
(✆ 0871 200 2233, 
www.traveline.info).  
EATING & DRINKING: Plenty 
of choice in Whitby and 
Robin Hood’s Bay, with cafes 
in Saltwick Bay, Boggle Hole 
and Ravenscar, as well as �

▼

The Langdale Pikes are one of 
the Lake District’s most popular 
mountain landmarks, and this 
challenging circular walk around 
them has everything a hill walker 
could ask for: craggy summits, 
deep gullies, fast-fl owing 
ghylls and fabulous views in 
clear weather. The Pikes are 
understandably popular all 
year round, but beware: some 
of the sections are rocky and 
very steep, so this route is only 
suitable for fi t, experienced 
and well-equipped walkers 
who are able to navigate in 
extreme conditions should the 
mist descend. The stunning views 
and exciting terrain are well 
worth all the puffi ng, panting 
and aching legs, though!

1. START From the National 
Trust Stickle Ghyll car park 
(NY294063), near the New 
Dungeon Ghyll Hotel, follow 
the signed path through the 
stone walls and head uphill. 

A stone path leads up the L bank 
of Stickle Ghyll.

2. Go R over the footbridge, 
following the path up the R side 
of the ghyll. The path then crosses 
a stile through a gap in a wall and 
divides; continue to follow the 
path up the R bank of the ghyll, 
and begin climbing steeply up the 
R of the ghyll to the dam of 
beautiful Stickle Tarn.

3. Turn R and follow the path 
around the edge of the tarn. Cross 
two sets of stepping stones and a 
stream. The path then rises away 
from the tarn to follow the R bank 
of another small ghyll.

4. As the path levels off, take a L 
fork by a cairn that fords the ghyll 
and climbs steeply west up a rocky 
path onto the ridge of Pavey Ark 
via several cairns. As the path 
levels out at the top, go L by a 
small cairn to the summit of Pavey 
Ark and take in the views.

WHERE: Circular walk 
around the Langdale Pikes 
via Pavey Ark, Cumbria.
START/END: New Dungeon 
Ghyll car park (NY294063).
TERRAIN: High-level 
stony paths that are 
rocky and very steep in 
places, with stepping 
stones over a number of 
fast-running streams.
MAPS: OS Explorer OL6; 
Landranger 90.
GETTING THERE: The 
Langdale Rambler bus 
516 goes from Ambleside 
to the New Dungeon Ghyll 
Hotel (✆ 0871 200 2233, 
www.traveline.org.uk). 
A National Trust car park 
is available at the start.
EATING & DRINKING: 
The New Dungeon Ghyll 
Hotel, Great Langdale 
(✆ 01539 437213, www.
dungeon-ghyll.co.uk).
SLEEPING: The New 
Dungeon Ghyll Hotel, 
Great Langdale (as above), 
or plenty of options in 
nearby Ambleside (contact 
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Ambleside TIC, details below).
Visitor information: 
Ambleside TIC, Market Cross 
(✆ 0844 225 0544, www.
thehubofambleside.co.uk).
Guidebooks: Walks in 
South Lakeland – Book 3 
by PE Robin/Kendal 
Ramblers (£4.95, ISBN 978 
1906494537, order from 
polly.ramblersbooks@gmail.
com or ✆ 01539 732995).
LocaL rambLers Group: 
Kendal Ramblers (✆ 01539 
720544, www.ralakedistrict.
talktalk.net).
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5. Leave the summit on a small 
path that bears southwest over 
rock and small boulder fields. 
Once clear of Pavey Ark, the path 
heads more directly towards 
Harrison Stickle, which can be 
clearly seen. Follow the path up 

Loft Crag. On descending, follow 
the path as it winds down  
along the southwestern edge  
of the Pikes.

8. By a large cairn, the path veers 
R and steeply downwards. The 
going soon improves and then 
levels off. 

9. The path then begins turning 
down to the R, past several small 
cairns. Follow this across the  
ridge itself. Further along, there 
are magnificent views down the 
gorge and waterfalls of Dungeon 
Ghyll. Lower down, the path 
crosses the ghyll. Cross over the 
stile and then take a gate on your 
L. A few hundred metres further 
downhill and you’ll be back to  
the path you started out on;  
turn R onto it to take you back  
to the car park.
Route devised by Phil Tristram

2. The surfaced path leads you 
along the high cliff top to a 
caravan park above Saltwick  
Bay and Nab (the prominent 
headland). As elsewhere along 
this coastline, Saltwick was 
transformed by shale quarrying 
for alum production (alum is 
used for fixing dye). A path  
leads down to the bay, but stay 
on the high ground. About a 
mile on, pass the old fog horn, 
now a private house, and the 
lighthouse. Once round Ness 
Point (or North Cheek), there  
are fine views across Robin 
Hood’s Bay and towards the 
Ravenscar headland. A surfaced 
path leads past the front of 

houses to a road; carry on  
ahead to the main road. 

3. Turn L down the road to 
the car park and continue  
down the steep lane to the old 
village. It’s not known how this 
picturesque old village got its 
name, though it’s known locally 
as Bay. A couple of hours or so 
either side of low tide you can 
walk along the beach from here 
to Stoupe Beck. The ledges of 
rock curving out to sea are 
known as scaurs, where many 
fossils are to be found. When  
the tide doesn’t allow, climb the 
steps behind the Old Coastguard 
Station, bear L down some other 

steps, then R up more steps on  
to the cliff path. You have to 
descend and climb back up  
again to cross the becks at 
Boggle Hole and Stoupe Beck. 
Thereafter, it’s a steady climb  
all the way up to Ravenscar,  
‘the town that never was’. 

4. It’s now fairly easy walking 
along the level and gently 
downhill, but there’s a sting in 
the tail at Hayburn Wyke: a steep 
valley to be crossed (don’t miss 
the waterfall above the beach). 

5. At Cloughton Wyke, turn inland 
along the lane back to the village. 
Route devised by Fiona Barltrop

the east side to get to the 
summit, from where you  
can enjoy great views of the 
Southern and Central Fells,  
and down into the beautiful 
Langdale Valley. To the west,  
the sea can be seen on a clear 
day. Leave the summit by  
taking a rocky path southwest.

6. Go L by the cairn, down a 
steep slope. As it levels off,  
there is a junction of paths. 
Walk down and follow the path 
that heads west towards Pike  
of Stickle. As you near the pike, 
the path winds steeply up. Take 
a short scramble up onto the 
summit, where you will be 
rewarded with superb views  
across the fells to the north.

7. Retrace your steps to the 
bottom of the summit and take 
the R fork that leads along the 
southwest edge of the Langdale 
Pikes massif to the summit of 

Map not to scale.  
Representation of 
OS Explorer MAP OL6 
1:25,000
www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk

Map not to scale.  
Representation of  
OS Landranger MAP 94 
1:50,000
www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk

continued...
three pubs in Cloughton. 
sLeepinG: A number of 
hotels and B&Bs in Whitby 
and Robin Hood’s Bay, plus 
various self-catering options 
along the coast. Contact 
Whitby TIC (details below). 
Visitor information: 
Whitby TIC, Langborne Road 
(✆ 01723 383636, www.
discoveryorkshirecoast.com).
Guidebooks: Cleveland 
Way and the Yorkshire 
Wolds Way by Paddy 
Dillon (£12.95, Cicerone, 
ISBN 978 1852844479); 
Cleveland Way (National 
Trail Guide) by Ian Sampson 
(£12.99, Aurum, ISBN 978 
1845137816).
LocaL rambLers Group: 
Scarborough & District 
Ramblers (✆ 01723 870156, 
www.ramblers.co.uk/
groups).
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