
The Lincolnshire Wolds contain 
the highest ground in the east of 
the country between Yorkshire 
and Kent. A designated Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty, they 
stretch from the Humber estuary 
in the north-west to Spilsby in 
the south-east, running roughly 
parallel to the North Sea coast. 
The attractive landscape is 
formed of rolling chalk hills and 
areas of sandstone and clay. The 
village of Tetford, a few miles 
from the market town of 
Horncastle in the south of the 
Wolds, makes an ideal base, with 
good walking in all directions. 
The area around here has been 
dubbed Tennyson Country, since 
the poet was born and raised in 
the nearby village of Somersby, 
where his father was rector. This 
gentle, scenic walk takes you 
past his former home. Do make 
time to look inside the White 
Hart Inn in Tetford (which also 
houses Tennyson’s Tea Room)  
to see the oak settle where 

Tennyson sat and his famous 
quotations adorning the walls.

1. START From St Mary’s Church 
(TF334748), built of Spilsby 
sandstone (known locally as 
greenstone – the glauconite in  
the stone gives it its khaki-green 
colour), follow the lane signed to 
Little London. A short distance 
along on the L, just before the 
national speed limit sign, there’s  
a stone with a plaque on it. This 
was placed here, on the line of  
the Greenwich Meridian, to 
commemorate the Queen’s 
Diamond Jubilee in 2012. Continue 
to the T-junction and turn R along 
Clay Lane, which leads to a farm. 
Turn R at the end of the lane along 
a bridleway, which follows the 
edge of the field and becomes  
a farm track leading to a road 
(ignore the footpath turn on the  
L en route). 

2. Cross the road and continue 
along an enclosed path 

Where: Circular walk from 
Tetford via Somersby.
Start/end: St Mary’s 
Church, Tetford (TF334748).
terrain: Field paths, 
bridleways and quiet lanes.
MapS: OS Explorer 273; 
Landranger 122.
GettinG there: Bus service 
6C goes from Horncastle  
to Louth via Tetford, four 
times a day, Monday to 
Saturday. The nearest 
mainline train station is  
at Lincoln, where regular 
buses connect to Horncastle 
(✆ 0871 200 2233, 
www.traveline.info). 
eatinG & drinkinG: White 
Hart Inn, Tetford  
(✆ 01507 533255), which 
also has the Tennyson’s  
Tea Room; the African-
themed Cross Keys Inn, 
Salmonby, near Horncastle 
(✆ 01507 533206, www.
thecrosskeysinn.com).
SleepinG: B&B available 
at the White Hart Inn (see 
above); Grange Farm  
(✆ 01507 534101, ▲
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Warwickshire’s most important 
example of High Victorian neo-
Gothic architecture, the splendid 
Grade I-listed Ettington Park Hotel, 
surrounded by a deer park, makes 
for a perfect start and finish to this 
gentle stroll near the Cotswolds. 
The route includes a couple of 
miles of Shakespeare’s Way,  
a long-distance footpath from 
Stratford-upon-Avon to London, 
following (possibly) in the 
footsteps of the playwright on his 
journeys between his home and 
the Globe theatre. From Rough 
Hill, there are fine views across  
a gentle landscape of hills, fields, 
woods and villages.

1. START After a peek at the 
small, ancient chapel in the hotel 
grounds, with its epitaph 
attributed to Shakespeare, turn L 
out of the hotel (SP248474).  
You’ll pass a towering American 
Redwood tree, planted by the 
Shirley family, who lived here from 
at least 1068 and still own the 

land. Walk for a quarter of a mile 
along the poplar-lined driveway, 
looking out for deer. Turn R at an 
exit onto a minor road and then R 
again, uphill. Passing an entrance 
to a business park on your R, 
follow the road until it bends and 
dips down to a clearing beyond 
woods, where there are metal 
gates on either side of the road. 

2. Turn L to follow the bridleway 
marked with a blue arrow. Keep 
on this track, with an open field  
to your L and a hedge to your R. 
Ascend this gentle hill, ignoring 
any paths to your R, turning 
around occasionally to admire 
views of Tredington church spire to 
the south, Brailes Hill (topped with 
a clump of trees) to the south-east, 
and Ebrington Hill to the south-
west. As the path levels, it enters  
a tunnel of hawthorn, blackthorn 
and oak with views to the R of 
fields and woodlands, like roiling 
waves. As the wood thins out, 
keep straight ahead, ignoring a 

Where: Circular walk 
from Ettington Park, via 
Shakespeare’s Way and 
Alderminster.
Start/end: Ettington Park 
Hotel, Alderminster 
(SP248474).
terrain: Fields and gentle 
hill tracks, bridleway, country 
lanes and pavement along an 
A-road. There are several 
stiles and gates to negotiate.
MapS: OS Explorer 205, 
Landranger 151.
GettinG there: Buses 50 
and 50A stop outside 
Ettington Park Hotel, on 
routes between Stratford-
upon-Avon and Chipping 
Norton or Banbury. Mainline 
trains stop at Stratford and 
Banbury (✆ 0871 200 2233, 
www.travelinemidlands.co.
uk). Parking available at 
Ettington Park Hotel if you 
use their restaurant/bar.
eatinG & drinkinG: The Bell, 
Alderminster (✆ 01789 
450414, www.thebellald.co.
uk); Ettington Park Hotel  
(✆ 0845 072 7454, 
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plan your walk

NAvIGATION LEVEL FITNESS LEVEL

Central England

Alderminster, Warwickshire07
l Distance 10km/6 miles  l Time 3hrs  l Type Hill and country 

NAvIGATION LEVEL FITNESS LEVEL

l Distance 10km/6 miles  l Time 3hrs  l Type Country 

Central England

Tetford, Lincolnshire 08
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http://www.traveline.info/
http://www.travelinemidlands.co/
http://www.thebellald.co/


path to your L. At the brow of  
the hill, there are views ahead to 
Loxley and possibly Stratford-
upon-Avon on a clear day. Keep 
following the blue arrow 
waymarker to descend alongside  
a field with a hedge to your R.  
The bridleway becomes a narrow, 
hedged-in footpath that leads to 
the junction of a minor road with 
the A422. Turn L to follow the 
minor road. For two miles, walk 
with care along this road, which 
has no pavements, until you reach 
the junction with the A3400 and 
the church of St Mary and the 
Holy Cross opposite. Open daily, 
with a wildflower churchyard and 
a simple interior of grand 
proportions, it’s restful and quiet, 
with the ticking of its clock. If 
you’re ready for a pub stop, 
there’s The Bell – a very fine inn –
almost next door, which has 
excellent food and a large garden 
reaching down to the River Stour. 
Turn L on leaving the church if you 
want to go there.

3. Otherwise, turn R on leaving 
the church and follow the 
pavement beside the A3400 out  
of Alderminster. Avoid a stretch of 
the main road by following a 
small residential loop, with some 
fine estate workers’ cottages with 
interesting leaded windows. Back 
on the A road, at the end of the 
houses just beyond Bridge House, 
take the path to the R, between 

conifers, signposted for 
Shakespeare’s Way. Cross the River 
Stour on the footbridge and head 
across a field, aiming for the 
rooftops of terraced houses to the 
R of telegraph poles, to reach a 
metal kissing gate. Go through the 
gate and keep heading in the 
same direction, with the Stour to 
your L, heading for a gateway in 
the corner of the field. 

4. Turn L onto a minor road, 
passing a sign for Crimscote, and 
then turn L at the road junction. 
The very fine Talton House and its 
parkland is now visible to your L. 
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Turn L at the next road junction, 
following a road past a farm shop, 
selling cold drinks, fruit and ice 
cream. Cross over the River Stour 
again and then cross the main 
A3400 back to the driveway of 
Ettington Park Hotel. 
Route devised by Paul Miles

(bridleway) that leads up to  
Willow Bank Wood, affording a 
good view as you look back. From 
the brow of the hill on the edge  
of the wood you descend a short 
distance to a junction and turn R. 
The bridleway leads past Fox 
Covert to Wardenhill Farm, where 
you join the drive that descends to 
the road, with Somersby House 
Farm opposite. 

3. Turn L then R at the next 
junction, very shortly reaching St 
Margaret’s (pictured on previous 
page), the church on your R where 
Alfred Tennyson was baptised in 
1809. It’s well worth having a look 
inside, where you can view an 
exhibition about the poet’s family 
background and life. Tennyson 
became Poet Laureate in 1850, 
moved to the Isle of Wight 
thereafter, and spent his final years 
at Aldworth near Haslemere in 
Surrey, where he died in 1892. 
Features of the local landscape 
here appear in his poetry. Beyond 
the church on the L, and to the R of 
a large crenellated building called 
the Grange, is the cream-coloured 
former rectory where Tennyson 

was born and raised. Continue on 
the road, crossing a brook and 
passing a road turning on the L. 

4. Take the next bridleway on the 
R at the corner of some woodland. 
Ignore a footpath turning on your 
R and continue to the road, with 
the Cross Keys Inn on your L. Cross 
over and follow the quiet lane 
opposite, leading past the 
entrance to Grange Farm. Take the 
next footpath on your R, which 
goes through the farm’s grounds 
and passes between two attractive 
lakes. Turn L when you reach the 
road, passing a surgery on your R. 
Soon after, turn R along a footpath 
across the field and then L along 
the road back to the start. 
Route devised by Fiona Barltrop

Continued...
www.grangefarmholiday 
breaks.co.uk) is close to 
Tetford and on the route  
of the walk. It has holiday 
cottages and a caravan site. 
There are hotels and B&Bs  
in Horncastle. 
Visitor information: 
Horncastle TIC, Library, Wharf 
Road (✆ 01507 601111, 
www.visitlincolnshire.com). 
Guidebooks: Pathfinder 
Guides: Lincolnshire and  
the Wolds Walks, £11.99, 
Crimson Publishing, ISBN 978 
0711749863); Ramblers Short 
Walks in Lincolnshire and the 
Wolds (£5.99, Collins, 
ISBN 978 0007395422).
LoCaL rambLers Group: 
Horncastle Ramblers (www.
lincolnshireramblers.org.uk). 

 

Continued...

To download this route and hundreds of others, 
visit www.ramblers.org.uk/routes

To download this route and hundreds of others, 
visit www.ramblers.org.uk/routes

www.handpickedhotels.co.uk).
sLeepinG: The Bell and 
Ettington Park Hotel  
(see above).
Guidebook: Shakespeare’s 
Way: A journey of 
imagination by Peter 
Titchmarsh (available from 
the Shakespeare’s Way 
Association: ✆ 01432 278024, 
www.shakespearesway.org).
LoCaL rambLers Group: 
Stratford Ramblers  
(✆ 01564 792251, www.
stratfordramblers.com).
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